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Sing with Joy
Today is Jesus’ birthday!  Let the heavens ring!

Jesus was not what most people expected for a Messiah.  He did not come to earth as a powerful, majestic king, robed in the finest clothing.  Rather, our Savior came as a tiny baby born to an unassuming family in an out-of-the-way place.  He came, not as a judging God or the God who rewarding God, but rather as a helpless human baby.  
“Jesus came to restore and renew the devasted places of creation.  He cured the lepers, gave hungry people food and lifted up those who were ignored by society.  Jesus gave us the ability to see the face of God.  We can see not only God’s face, but the fullness of his humanity, who you and I were meant to be.”
  For that we can indeed sing for joy, praising God’s holy name and glorifying the presence of the Christ with us!
  Isaac Watts wrote the words to “Joy to the World,” basing them on Psalm 98.  It might seem strange not to hear the Christmas story from Matthew or Luke’s gospel one more time this Christmas morning, but this Psalm  and John’s gospel give us ways to celebrate the new things that God is doing, while acknowledging that there is also pain and chaos in our world.  “The sound of waves clapping their hands and of the sea roaring is not all joyful. Clapping floods and roaring sea symbolize chaos in ancient times. They become the enemies’ weapons against a God who willingly gives abundant life to the people. In this psalm the enemies are not only subdued, there is victory and more – even the enemies praise the God of Israel rather than their own gods.”  In John’s gospel the darkness is the darkness of the sin, pain and alienation that fill the world and it is overcome by the Light of Christ in the World.
“The psalmist calls the people to praise God with a new song and to shout for joy in response to God’s acts of creation and steadfast love. New songs are sung [when we recognize] that things are somehow different. [Our] Joy is not to be confused with happiness and good fortune. [Our joy] is often fleeting but always free and undeserved. [a gift of God’s grace] Joy is often overcome by loss of confidence and by anxiety. A new song is needed when old songs don’t work any longer. The psalmist calls all Earth to make a joyful noise to God, to praise God simply because God is God.”

How might the beautiful words from John, reminding us that the Word of God is with us, cause us to sing a new song?  What might the lyrics of our new song be?  If we are writing a different song, what new ideas will be in there, and what would we discard?  For if we are writing something new, we know that we would have to leave behind some of the old.  We cannot take all of the old with us into the new kingdom God has created.  Perhaps that is why God came as an infant.  People understand that a new child changes everything for her or his parents.  The old ways are cast aside as the new Baby, especially a first born, is brought home.  We can all understand that.
When Jesus was born, the idea of a kingly Messiah had to be discarded.  Along with that, the idea of a world that judged the rich as better than the poor should have been discarded.  When Jesus was born, the song that women and children were of lesser value than men should have been rejected.  When Jesus was born, the attitude that God was a God of judgment and record-keeping and not of relationship had to be consigned to the garbage heap.  When Jesus was born the idea that God could only love the Jews and not the Gentiles too was transcended.  
What new things is God doing in our lives today? And what is the appropriate response to such a generous action?  

We celebrate again the birth of Jesus.  How awe-inspiring to be allowed to kneel at the manger in reverence, with a song on our lips and in our hearts!  
What is the appropriate response?  It may be that we, like the shepherds, are called to go from that place singing the praises of our God for all to hear.

Listen to these words from Joan Stott, asking us to consider our response as the grateful recipients of God’s good gift of grace.

A Personal Meditation:  Christmas Day (ii), Year A, Psalm 98

How blessed I am to be part of a joy-filled world, where God

rules, and where the powers of darkness and chaos have been

overcome; and where Mercy, Compassion, Righteousness and

Justice are quite inadequate descriptions of our glorious God.

Yet how do I describe God, other than through God’s actions?

Creative pause:
How can I describe the wonders of God?

How delightful it is to sing and dance for joy to the Lord!

How blessed am I that I can join in the earth’s celebrations

of the glory of God, with every creature adding their distinctive

contribution of praise and joy, culminating in boisterous shouts

and celebratory songs, dances and praises to our glorious God.

Creative pause:
Is a boisterous shout an appropriate greeting to God?

How breathtaking it is to be given the opportunity to sing and

praise my God! In humble awe, I bow before the Holy One!

I have the blessing of knowing that God has overcome all

that threatened me and all that frightened me; and now my fears

are laid to rest in God‘s hands. Those things that threatened to

undermine my faith and trust in God have been defeated for now.

Creative pause:
What is an appropriate response to so generous a God?

How wonderful it is for me to be part of the world’s response to

God! The seas and rivers; the meadows, mountains and hills

add their responses to that of people and all other living things

in praise of the One who is coming in justice and judgement to

the earth; and who has promised to assess all things with equity.

Creative pause:
How could I doubt God’s justice and mercy?
 
[ALLELUIA!  AMEN]
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